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in Francesco’s honor fo help other teens—io help prevent
bullying and feen sulcide, especially those in high-risk
categories such as those in the LGBTAQ community.

It had transpired over the last few weeks of Francesco's
life that he had been cyberbulied because of his sexual
orientation. Francesco hod been openly bisexual
among his friends since he was 15, He grew up in an
environment where your sexuality didn't define who
you were, ond suddenly he was being ridiculed and
gossiped about, his only outlet being a site with bold,
cartoony graphics. which most parents assume is
focused on video games. But on this site he shared his
darkest thoughts with total strangers

Jennifer and | set about crealing Francesco’s
Foundation with the sponsorship of AspenOUT,

anonprofit

According
Pravention, 1 in 5 teenagers thinks about killing themselves.
Arecent Gallup poll shows that 19.7% of Generation Z

members identify as LGBTQ, and LGBTA teenagers are . .
four times more likely to attempt suicide than their peers.
Affer the devastation of my precious son's death,

I have chosen to honor Francesco’s memory by
creating a foundation with my partner, Jennifer.
Francesco’s Foundation has been set up o help
prevent the worst of fragedies happening o other
parents and families and lo help save valuable
leenage lives. francescosfoundation.org
If you are having thoughts of suicide, help is

available by calling or texting 988. the Suicide and

Crisis Lifeline. ske oy
il
The inaugural gala In support 8 e
of the foundation is on s .‘___H"
September 16, from GPM, = ;
at EHP Resort & Marina. £ _— -
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

FRANCESCO’S FOUNDATION

SEEKING AN END TO TEEN SUICIDE

By Harry Braps

rancesco’s Foundation has been created to help prevent teenage suicide by prwldln?
financial support for education in schools, where the focus will be on the prevention of all
types of bullying, including that of the LGBTQ+ community. It focuses on education about

the risks of teenagers engagin

n dangerous activities online, education about the dangers of

leaving firearms unsecured with teenagers in the house—all of which contribute to heightening

risks of teenage suicide.

Seventeen-yea

with an unsec

on o warm evening In the Hamptons, The
police discovered him after a call from a
school friend. Mo parent should ever have to
live with that Image,

The aftermath of his death has devastated
his two mothers, who lived apart, family and
friends from Winchester College In the 1
and his latest school, The Stony Brook |’rr||
Schiool.

Before Francesco’s unexpecied death, hehadan
exciting future ahead of him. For a seventeen-
year-old, he had already accomplished a lot,
galning entry to Winchester College In the
UK, amongst the top high schools In the
warld. He played the violin at Carnegle Hall
and Lincoln C was an Aumup'i:hu.d
saflor, and was very popular with students
and teachers allke. He had a great sense of
humor and a zest for life. He was an honor
and straight-A stud

[ the top 99th p

about an interview at iml‘u.nl nn]y two days
after he ook his life. Francesco had no history
of depression or drug or aleohol use.

Francesco was open aboul his sexuality and
had confided In everyone but his family.
First with his girlfriend in Ireland, then more
recently with his boyfriend and with all his
school friends in the UK and USA. His only

had been divulging his questloning
sexuality to school friends in the USA; the last
few weeks of his life were the target of spiteful,
maliclous les, gay slurs, and ridicule due to
his sexual orientation. Finally, one night he
was unable to take anymore, and he had a
very uncharacteristic night of recklessness.
Although he had not set out to end his life
that night, he did.

sco’s Foundation has been set up by
s mother, Diana, and her partner,
Jennifer, to honor his memol
reduce the terrible risk of te
providing financial help for ¢
I the education of teend

4 | OUR CITY, YOUR LIFE | MAY 2023

Framnies

Francesco’s Foundation is a 501¢ (3) registered charity whose mission is to promote
and prevent teen sulclde. The Organization has a hollstic vision for ‘uhlwmg_
this goal and provides grants to various organizations and ind
lon partners w ith organtzations that work o end onlly
, Increase access to mental health and other supportive s
promote best practices for firearm storage, and more. In addition, the
toundation provides grants |1:ll' supportive services and college tuition,

The foundatlon alms to work towards Introducing leglslation regarding the safe storage
of sporting shotguns--not intended for self-defense but for sport, and therefore not
pmlﬂlzd by the second amendment. This legislation would pertain mainly when
minors are In the same house where a f.llr|1}'|u|1 Is stored

Diana Cochran and her partner, Jennifer Allsop, are working tirelessly to make
chang ( o protect the mental health of teena and help pre

unnec teenage suicides. In addition, they are working to make significant
changes to the country with the help of Board members.

Their efforts echo the soclal lssues ralsed by the president in his 2023 State of The Unlon
Address, where President Biden sald, “Let’s do more on mental health, especially for
our childeen, When milllons of young people struggle with bullying, violence, and
trauma, we owe them greater access to mental health care at school”

The foundation hi
partnership with
putrchasing Heket

set a date for an dnaugural fundraiser this Seplember 2023 in
petiOnit. For more mmmmﬁnrt on Framcescos Foundation and
sit francescosfoundation.org;

for HamptonsOut, visit hamplonsout.com
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LAUNCHED TO HELP PREVENT TEENAGE SUICIDE
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Suicide Prevention.

]nmlgur:i! Eventin the Hamptons at the Home of
co-Founder Diana Cochran

Franceseo's Foundation has been ereated to heip prevent teennge suicicle through prm-'lrlin:q nan-

cial support for education in schoaols, where the focus will be on prevention af all types al huil.:, ing
including and in particular that of the LGBTC+ commu ducation about the

engaging in dangerous activilies on-line, education about the risks of lea

with teenngers in the house - all of which contribute to heightening of teenage suicide.
Seventeen-yenr-old Francesco took his life with an unsecured shotgun at 2,00 am on October 2131,

21 on a warnn Ok evening on a moonlit beach in the Hamptons, He was discovered by the
e after a eall fr

struction fmm i SI'IUIE'LII'I "'IJ'ICIEI!‘ NL‘ ]Wl'l"l'l.l. !hUI.II'I ever IILI‘-F o ]I'l"' 'l'l.ul lll[l' 'il'l\iI.BE-

The afiermath of hi
Winchester C

school friend. He had to be identified by his dentist - so devastating is the de-

will be severely affected forever-such was the love
that they all had for Francesco. For his parents the
griefisunimaginable and a life sentence.

Prior to Francesco’s unexpected death he had a
very exciting future ahead of him. For o seven-
teen-year-old boy he had already accomplished
a lot-gaining entry to Winchester College in the
UK, amcngst I]'Lc top high schoals in the world,
atboth C nmr'glc Hall

for life, He
and had gained
u]r H

life. He had no hLﬂu:I;‘,' nl'(lnpl.'n-sslcn:'l, drug oral-
cohol use,

{ &
nd & wllh nII his school friends
inthe UK & USA, Himlﬂw misla.]vcrhu.d been
in divulging his

life was the target of spiteful, zmdlnum s, gay
shurs and ridicule due to his sexual orentation.

One night he was unable to ta y more and
he had a very uncharacteristic night of reckless-
ness and although he had not set out to end his

life that night he did.

s Foundation has been set up by
rother, Diana and her parine
nifer to honor the memory of Francesco ar
help reduce the ierrible risk of teenage suiei
by providing finaneial help for charities invest-
ing in the education of ieenage mental health.

Franeesco's Foundation’s is a 501¢(3) registered
charity whose mission is to promote hope and
prevent leen suicide.

Dinna Cochran and her partner, Jennifer All-
sop are wnrking l'irt_'!rss]:.-' to make -'hnngcs at
schools te protect the mental health of teenag-
ers and help prevent more unnecessary teen-
age suicides. They are working to make signif-
icant changes to the co ntry with the help of
Board members.

The foundntion has set the date for an inaugural
fundraiser this September 2023 in partnership
with J’lsp:nl}ut.

Tiekels are on sale now at wue Francescosfonnda-
tion.org and wiow Hampions One.com
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| EARLY ADVERTISING DEADLINES

forthe Issue of July 6th, 2023
REALESTATE SEGTION ADVERTISING: A AR

Thursday, June 29th al 4 p.m BOUHS

ARTS SECTION ADVERTISING: LR 325 B4LG {6R1) 2830290

Friday, June 30th by | pm

GLASSIFILD ADVERTISING We Buv Books!

LEGALADVERTISING: 3 3
Friday, June 30th by 12 p.m. I 4|I nraries

Collections
Because of the 4th i

‘m of July Holiday, our Individual Books

& desdlines are cardy for T P ;

L the issue of July Gth, 2023 .’\|}]}[-I!-‘--i|:-

W . % .
* Call or Email
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Fire
District
Wants
New

Station

Site in Water Mill
B | purchased for projedt
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Tmffic is
) a factor
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ﬂt!l‘fﬁl"
i newr
== facility.

S Village Faces Uphill Battle

\ational Grad-owned e & oot curmatly v aladle lor pandhe
LT " . ! ’

The sewage treatment plant would
= only require 4 acres. or roughly half
of the site just outside the village.
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EARLY ADVERTISING DEADLINES
for the Issue of July 6th, 2023

REALESTATE SEGTION ADVERTISING:
Thursday, June 29th at 4 pm
ARTS SECTION ADVERTISING:
Friday, June 30th by | p.m
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING:
Friday, June 30th by 3 p.m

LEGALADVERTISING:
Friday, June 30th by 12 p.m.

The online home of

Because of the 4th l:\]J[{rf)S
L ]

of July Holiday, our
deadlines are cary for
the issue of July 6th, 2023. The Southongess Press 7o Lo f puisrmorrsen g Blartie Beprugs EXPRESS

TO ADVERTISE
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Saturday, June 24

This 1s the newest charity this season,
created to tackle the harrowing 1ssue of
teenage suicide. The inaugural event in

association with AspenOut will be an

intimate conversation with the co-
founder and mother Diana Cochran at
her home in Water Mill, ahead of its
September 16 fundraiser at EHP Resort
and Marina. francescosfoundation.org
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Beachcomber, June 29

Diana Cochrane, Joseph Zolobczuk,
Jennifer Allsop and Kevin McManamon
at the Francesco's Foundation cocktail

party. GREG D'ELIA
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m Department of the Treasury Date:
Internal Revenue Service O5/08/207
Tax Exempt and Government Entities iene

IRS P.O. Box 2508 Employer ID numibes:

- - . 3B-4240977
Cincinnati, OH 435201 Persan to contact:

Mame: Customer Service
1D number: 31954

= L= : Telephone: 577-828-5500
FRANCESCOS FOUN D-"‘-.]I(}:\ | ?'\(.-{]RP{}RJ"L” B, HAccounting period ending:
PO BOX 3143 April 30
ASPEN, CO 81612

Public charity status:
170(B)(1HANVI)

Form 980 { S890-E7 | 990-N required:
You

Effective date of exemplion:
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Dear Applicant;

We're pleased to tell you we determined you're exempt from federal income tax under Internal Revenue Cade
(IRC) Seetion 501(c)(3). Donors can deduct contributions they make to you under IRC Section 170, You're also
qualified to receive tax deductible bequests, devises, transfers or gifts under Section 2053, 2106, or 2522, This
letter could help resolve guestions on vour exempt status. Please keep it for vour records,

Organizations exempt under IRC Section 501(c)(3) are further classified as either public charities or private
foundations. We determined you're a public charity under the IRC Section listed at the top of this letter.

If we indicated at the top of this letter that vou're required to file Form QOUOR0-EZ/990-M, our records show
you're required to file an annual information return (Form 990 or Form 990-EZ) or electronic notice (Form
990-N, the e-Postcard). If you don't file a required return or notice for three consecutive Years, your exempt
status will be automatically revoked,

If we indicated at the top of this letter that an addendum applies, the enclosed addendum is an intesral part of
this letter.
For important information about your responsibilitics as a tax-exempt organization, go to www.irs.gov/charities,
Enter "4221-PC" in the search bar to view Publication 422 1-PC, Compliance Guide for 301 (c)(3) Public
Charities, which describes your recordkeeping, reporting. and disclosure requirements.

Sincerely,

s a . ot

Stephen A. Martin
Director. Exempt Organizations
Rulings and Agreements
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